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A MOTHER WHOSE CHILDREN WBBE IK THH
BELOVED'S KEEPING

A woman bore many children in succession,
but none of them lived beyond the age of three
or four months. In great distress she cried to
God, and then beheld in a vision the beautiful
gardens of Paradise, and many fair mansions
therein, and upon one of these mansions she read
her own name inscribed. And a voice from
heaven informed her that God would accept
the sorrows she had endured in lieu of her blood
shed in holy war, as, owing to her sex, she was
unable to go out to battle like the men. On
looking again, the woman beheld in Paradise
all the children she had lost, and she cried, " 0
Lord ! they were lost to me, but safe with Thee ! "

THE  OPTIMISTIC ROSE

In this tale there is a warning for thee, 0 Soul,
That thou mayest acquiesce in God's ordinances,
And be wary and not doubt God's benevolence,
When sudden misfortune befalls thee.
Let others grow pale from fear of ill fortune,
Do thou smile like the rose at loss and gain ;
For the rose, though its petals be torn asunder,
Still smiles on, and it is never cast down.